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The Ashgate Research Companion to Modern Warfare

George Kassimeris and John Buckley (eds.) 
Ashgate: Farnham, UK, 2010 
ISBN: 978-0-7546-7410-8

Reviewed by Air Commodore Mark Lax, CSM (Retd)

Never judge a book by its title, let alone its cover. When I was asked to review this 452-page 
hardback book from UK publisher Ashgate, I expected to find it contained a comprehensive 
guide to sources, both academic and contemporary. I was hoping also for a recommended 
reading list and an extensive bibliography, including a variety of subjects connected to the title 
and lists of authors who are considered the experts in the field. I found only some of what I 
sought.

This Ashgate Companion is one of a series of their publications on academic subjects ranging 
from politics to history. In this, their Companion to Modern Warfare, British academics and 
editors George Kassimeris and John Buckley have collated 25 themed essays by subject matter 
experts, all written in the last few years. The majority of the authors are either European or 
North American with only two from other areas. One, Dr Brett Bowden, is Australian who 
writes on ‘Civilization and Savagery’, which continues the morality theme with which he is 
recognised.

The book is divided into parts corresponding to its four major topics of: Strategy and Conduct 
of War; Aspects of Modern War; Morality and Law; and Perceptions and Representations of 
Warfare. Each part presents select papers of about 20 pages each and provides the reader with 
the latest thinking on the issue at hand. Typical, and by way of example, are papers on the 
latest counter-insurgency theory, cyberwar, humanitarian intervention issues and the impact 
of modern media. There are some quite unusual topics as well, such as ‘Music as an Inspiration 
for Combat among American Soldiers in Iraq’ and ‘Cinema and the Cold War’. All are worthy 
of further consideration.

While all the papers are high quality, to me, three stood out. The first by Thomas Kane entitled 
‘Lying Down with Dogs’, offers commentary of the Bush administration’s Machiavellian 
approach to Afghanistan and Iraq and why it failed. The second is Chris Kinsey’s ‘Turning War 
into Business’, about the commercialisation of war and how war is now big business, and the 
third is Stephen Badsey’s ‘Media War and Media Management’. That said, I’ll let the reader be 
the judge.
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This publication offers something for every reader interested in military history, modern 
warfare and contemporary conflict studies. I think it should be classed in the same vein as 
Peter Paret’s Makers of Modern Strategy as a standard text for students of the military art. Just 
as Makers was a compendium of studies written in the Cold War and nuclear age, this should 
be its worthy successor, as it sits well within the post-Cold War, post-9/11 age.  

The book is printed on good quality paper in B5 format and hardbound but is also available 
as an e-book. There are no photographic illustrations but each paper has footnotes and some 
include figures and a bibliography. Although the cost in Australia (around $110) may appear 
high, I strongly recommend this as essential reading for students of strategy, politics and 
military studies. Staff College aspirants take note. Highly recommended.

Red Coat Dreaming: how colonial Australia embraced  
the British Army

Craig Wilcox 
Cambridge University Press: Port Melbourne, 2009  
ISBN: 978-0-521-19360-3 

Reviewed by Major Jamie Cotton, Australian Army

Red Coat Dreaming, by Craig Wilcox, is a high quality book. First impressions of the hardback 
version were very favourable, with an attractive dust cover, quality paper and illustrations 
throughout, including a very well presented series of colour plates in the middle of the book. 
At 138 pages, Wilcox’s work is not a long read but he has managed to present an interesting 
early Australian history that centres on the impact, mostly societal, of the British Army and its 
uniforms. 

This book is probably not for those readers who prefer a pure military history reading 
experience. But it is certainly worthwhile for anyone who is interested in the impact of military 
culture on early Australian social development. This is not to say Wilcox avoids providing quite 
thorough military history information in presenting his themes; rather, that his conclusions—
as would be expected from the title—are of a wider social context than those of a military 
nature. 

Many of Wilcox’s chapters concentrate on quite specific social themes, often using individual 
characters to demonstrate a historical context. These provide fascinating glimpses into early 
Australian history and include, for example, an entire chapter on the family intrigues revolving 
around the impending marriage of a young Australian girl to a young British officer (based 
on the diary of her sister), the use of a red coat to beg grog from arriving ships in Sydney 
Harbour, and the background to Australia’s first (if only lately acknowledged) Victoria Cross 
winner, Frederick Whirlpool (which, as Wilcox explains in his book, is not believed to be his 
real name). 
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The scope of the stories is sweeping, covering some 3500 years of wars, campaigns, battles, 
sieges and individual endeavour. The earliest story dates from Pharaoh Thutmose III’s victory 
at Megiddo in 1479BC. The latest is of Private Johnson Beharry’s action in Iraq in 2004, for 
which he was awarded the Victoria Cross.

The authors have not limited themselves to the better-known events in military history, 
although such events have certainly not been ignored. They consider that the lesser-known 
events can prove just as interesting and worthy of having their story told. The growing public 
interest in the past few years of the activities of the AIF on the Western Front, and not just at 
Anzac, is testimony of the truth of that proposition. With this in mind, they set themselves 
the task to choose events based not just on their historical significance but which they felt 
would interest their readers. In this, I believe that they were successful. I found that there were 
familiar stories given a fresh approach; events long forgotten to be re-discovered and little 
gems to be discovered for the first time.

While keeping within the broad compass of military history, this has turned out to be an 
eclectic collection indeed. It does not concentrate on battles alone, so Midway is covered 
while the stories of Milne Bay and Kokoda do not get mentioned. When discussing a battle, 
such as the description of Wolfe’s taking of Quebec in 1759, the story is all about the battle. 
On other occasions, a great battle or campaign is merely the vehicle for telling a tale about a 
specific event that happened at the time.  

For instance, the story titled ‘The Battle of Gallipoli’ is about the British withdrawal from 
Cape Helles in January 1916, with Anzac receiving only a passing reference. On occasions, the 
connection to military history may seem tenuous. Examples of this are stories relating the 
manner of the death of Mehmed II, the captor of Constantinople, or the origin of the Prince 
of Wales’ crest and motto of ich dien. Thus, if you are looking for a compendium or reference 
work of battles occurring on a particular date of the year, you will be disappointed for it was 
not the authors’ intent to attempt such a work.    

The copy reviewed was in paperback and is quite thick, comprising 732 pages. It does not 
contain either maps or photographs but this is neither a drawback nor a deficiency because of 
the nature of the book. Unlike edited collections of short stories, the authors have maintained 
a consistent and very readable style across all stories. The contents page at the beginning lists 
the story titles arranged by the day of the year. The index, at the back of the book, lists a topic 
and then the date(s) where it can be found among the stories in the book.  

This is the type of book that a serious military historian might overlook when browsing the 
shelves of the bookstore but would find irresistible if seen in the ‘reduced price’ bins on the 
footpath in front of the store. It is a book that friends might be tempted to buy as a gift for 
someone they know is interested in things military. I feel that Tales of War deserves better 
consideration than this, as it overlooks the book’s ability to either improve one’s general 
knowledge of military history or as an incentive to undertake a detailed study of events from 
more specialised sources.  
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Books of this genre are intended to be read in short bursts when and as the mood strikes. It 
is not a book which you need feel obligated to read from cover-to-cover in a limited period 
of time for fear that you might lose track of the plot. Dependent on your nature, it is one that 
you can read strictly by date or open at random and take what you get. Whichever way, I am 
sure that over time it will get read from cover-to-cover. Anyone with any interest in military 
history will find this a worthwhile buy and an interesting, entertaining and informative read.  

The Canons of Jihad: terrorists’ strategy for  
defeating America 

Jim Lacey (ed.)   
Naval Institute Press: Annapolis, Maryland, 2008 
ISBN: 978-1-5911-4461-8

Reviewed by Dr Ian Wing

Jim Lacey is a former US Army infantry officer who has written several articles on insurgency 
and terrorism. He is the author of Takedown: the 3rd Infantry Division’s twenty-one day assault 
on Baghdad. During the invasion of Iraq, he worked for Time as an embedded journalist with 
the 101st Airborne Division.   

The Canons of Jihad is Lacey’s second book and it aims to provide a useful resource for 
intelligence analysts working in the field of Islamism. The book provides ten edited Islamist 
statements, each representative of key elements of the development of modern jihadism. The 
term ‘canons’ refers to a set of general laws or principles but, in the context of militant Islam, 
it also contains a more ‘explosive’ double-meaning.   

Lacey’s introduction to the book explains its origins. He describes the difficulties encountered 
by analysts who seek to read and understand jihadist texts. The works that have previously 
been translated are ‘incredibly dense reading’ with a meandering style and a heavy emphasis 
on religious citations. Lacey says that ‘in the end, every ten pages of jihadist dogma ends up 
buried under a 100 pages of religious and quasi-religious scholarship’.  

In order to overcome these obstacles, the religious justifications and historical anecdotes have 
been removed from each edited text, making them far more accessible to Western readers. 
Lacey further contends that previous compilations of jihadist writings have suffered from the 
defect that they feature jihadists attempting to explain jihadism to Westerners. This book 
takes a fresh approach by presenting statements from jihadists which were originally intended 
for internal consumption by other Islamists. It seeks to reveal the ‘underlying dogmas that 
propel their destructive and nihilistic movement’.       
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The first chapter, entitled ‘Jihad against Jews and Crusaders’, was issued by the World Islamic 
Front in 1998. This was Osama bin Laden’s declaration of war against ‘the far enemy’, the 
US. Those readers who were following the al-Qaeda movement in the years before it gained 
infamy from the 2001 attacks, will recognise the wording of the statement: ‘We order the 
following fatwa to all Muslims: the ruling to kill the Americans and their allies—civilians and 
military—as an individual duty for every Muslim’.      

This is followed by a chapter containing the fundamental canon of the Muslim Brotherhood. 
Hasan al-Banna’s ‘jihad’ was published before his assassination in Egypt in 1949. This chapter 
concludes with the well-known exhortation: ‘Therefore prepare for jihad and be lovers of 
death’. Chapter Three is entitled ‘Milestones’ and was written by another leading member 
of the Muslim Brotherhood, Al Shaheed Sayyid Qutb. This document provides a fundamental 
doctrine of the jihadist movement. It argues for the pre-eminence of religion over politics and 
the need for jihad to mean more than ‘defending’ the faith. Qutb was executed for terrorism 
in Egypt in 1966.   

‘The Neglected Obligation’ chapter was written by Muhammad al-Salam Faraq, a leading 
‘salafist’ thinker who completely rejected politics and instead advocated terrorism. This 
chapter lays out some critical concepts, such as the ‘near enemy’ in Jerusalem and the ‘far 
enemy’ in ‘infidel states’ further afield. It claims that jihad is a ‘neglected obligation’ unless 
Muslims choose to do their religious duty and fight. Faraq was executed in Egypt in 1982.     

The fifth chapter is ‘The Management of Savagery’ by Abu Bakr Naji. Naji’s writings have 
appeared since 2004 and advocate continual attack against the US and its allies. On the current 
counter-insurgency campaign in Afghanistan, Naji claims that:

The viciousness of the Russian soldier is double that of the American soldier. If the number of 
Americans killed is one-tenth of the number of Russians killed in Afghanistan and Chechnya, they 
will flee, heedless of all else…. They reached a stage of effeminacy that made them unable to 
sustain battles for a long period of time, and they compensate for this with a deceptive media 
halo.      

Chapter Six, ‘The Qur’anic Concept of War’, by General S.K. Malik, provides a mainstream view 
of jihad from a Pakistani senior officer. Originally published in 1979, this document applies 
the principles of war to jihad. Malik presents a wide-ranging discussion on the nature of war, 
including critiques of Clausewitz, Brodie and Liddel Hart, and considerations on ethics, strategy 
and decision-making. Malik argues that the aim of war is to break the will of the adversary, as: 
‘Terror struck into the hearts of the enemies is not only a means, it is the end in itself ’.    

Chapter Seven, ‘Join the Caravan’, by Sheikh Abdullah Yusuf ‘Azzam, presents the case for global 
Islamic revolution. Having created an international cadre of more than 20,000 recruits for the 
war against the Soviets in Afghanistan, ‘Azzam’s writings have heavily influenced bin Laden. 
He argues that jihad is ‘individually obligatory’ for Muslims and then describes the destiny of 
a ‘mujahideen’ warrior in ‘paradise’. Chapter 8, ‘Bush under the Microscope’, by Abu-Ubayd 
al-Qurashi was recently published on the internet. It describes President Bush as ‘clowning’, 
‘passive’ and ‘sadistic’. It demonstrates how Islamists seek to utilise Western communications 
and psychological analysis to attack and undermine Western leaders.  
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The ninth chapter is entitled ‘Toward New Strategy in Resisting the Occupier’. Written by 
Muhammad Khalil al-Hakaymah, a leading al-Qaeda intelligence officer, it describes the use 
of unlinked, semi-permanent cells for successful terrorist operations. It also cautions against 
killing Muslims by mistake, in order not to cause unnecessary suffering. From an intelligence 
officer’s perspective, this is perhaps the most fascinating chapter of the book. It illustrates the 
many similarities between jihadist covert operations and those of other terrorist movements.      

The final chapter by al-Suri, another leading al-Qaeda strategist, is entitled ‘The Call to Global 
Islamic Resistance’. The fate of al-Suri is unclear. He was either killed or captured in Pakistan 
in 2006. This document presents historical and contemporary justifications of jihad followed 
by a heroic description of Osama bin Laden.  It glibly asserts that:

The modern Crusader-Jewish, American-led campaign against the Arab and Islamic world has 
clearly announced its goals: total elimination of the civilisational, religious, political, economic, 
social, and cultural existence of Muslims.   

An arguable omission from the book is a transcript from a post-9/11 broadcast by a senior al-
Qaeda leader, such as Osama bin Laden or Ayman Al-Zawahiri. There are two likely reasons for 
this. Firstly, such material is, of course, easily obtained from jihadist web-sites. Secondly, these 
statements are generally rhetorical rantings about current events and, for this reason, are of 
less intellectual interest than the important theoretical documents provided in this book.   

Having read the ten chapters, I was struck by their similarities to the revolutionary writings of 
Lenin and Hitler. Sophisticated readers may find the writings to be hyperbolic and unbalanced 
but these works must not be under-estimated. They underpin the thinking of a movement that 
seeks the destruction of our way of life and its replacement with an Islamic world.    

Lacey recounts that he took the unpublished draft of this book to a CIA conference. He was 
politely advised that CIA staff members already had on-line access to complete versions of 
each of the documents. One analyst, however, supported the publication of the book. He 
stated that his team did not have time to read all of the jihadist documents and that ‘we 
just need the important stuff ’. Lacey’s book meets this requirement by providing a range 
of examples of such ‘important stuff ’. The Canons of Jihad is highly recommended for those 
involved in intelligence and military responses to the threat of militant Islam.  
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Zombie Myths of Australian Military History

Craig Stockings (ed.)  
University of NSW Press: Sydney, 2010 
ISBN: 978-1-7422-3079-5

Reviewed by Dr Gregory P. Gilbert, Sea Power Centre - Australia

Over the years, countless books on Australian military history have given rise to a host of 
‘zombie’ myths—myths that refuse to die. A great many have a strong commemorative and 
celebratory tradition and aim to entertain or memorialise the gallant deeds of past Australian 
servicemen and -women. Such accounts are often heavily overlaid by the national mythology 
of Anzac and imagery of an indomitable Australian national character. 

In this book, Craig Stockings has gathered together Australia’s leading military historians to 
tackle ten of the most enduring ‘zombies’ that have staggered their way through the annals of 
this nation’s military history. Some might think the allusion to the ‘undead’ is a little contrived. 
But my own belief is that the current excesses of Australian military myth-making have the 
potential to influence adversely public support for ADF operations and undermine or distort 
ADF capability development. One does not have to dig very far beneath the popular cultural 
references to find that Zombie Myths of Australian Military History has a much more serious 
and, perhaps for some, disconcerting objective to present the difference between myth and 
historical fact in the belief that ‘the truth does count’.

Each chapter of this book provides detailed historical evidence that conclusively overturns 
each of the following myths:

• There was no Aboriginal resistance to British occupation. 

• ‘Breaker’ Morant was a martyr not a war criminal.

• The August offensive at Gallipoli was nearly successful.

• Australians broke the Hindenburg Line in 1918.

• Australians naturally excel in war: they are born soldiers.

• HMAS Sydney’s tragic loss in 1941 involved a conspiracy.

• The Japanese tried to invade Australia during World War 2.

• Fighting on the Kokoda Trail saved Australia in 1942.

• The Vietnam War was different from every other war. 

• Australian interventions in East Timor in 1941 and 1999 were conducted to protect  
its people.
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Many members of the ADF may honestly believe that some of these are not myths at all. Some 
may even feel the chapters are nothing more than the personal views of academic historians 
who have selectively chosen facts to support their own biased interpretations. Nevertheless, 
it should be noted that many of these historians do not work in academic ‘ivory towers’. 
Rather, many use their historical knowledge to influence decision making for the current and  
future ADF. 

For example, Craig Stockings’ conclusion that Australian volunteers were ‘made’ into soldiers 
and were not ‘born’ to their job should ring true for those serving in today’s ADF. No-one 
can be expected to enter the profession of arms without individual and group training 
supported by effective leadership, doctrine, materiel, logistics and administration. On the 
other hand, a vast number of Australians are taught from an early age to believe that such 
costly professionalism is unnecessary because ‘the Australian is a born soldier’. The historians 
take care not to deny the efforts and self-sacrifice of the servicemen and -women who have 
participated in Australia’s past military events. Rather, as Stockings suggests, ‘understanding 
their achievement as ordinary men (and women) … does greater justice to their legacy’. 

Readers should not reject any individual chapter out of hand. Instead they should sit back and 
rethink their own historical education and cultural assumptions. Much of what we know as the 
‘truth’ may be coloured by our own experiences and background. Our views can be skewed 
by those with an Australian nationalist agenda, some political movements and elements of 
the media. Many of the myths, particularly those concerning Gallipoli, the Western Front and 
Kokoda, are ‘digger-centric’. The role of the Army is important. But much of the fighting at 
sea, in the air, or even on land when conducted by those of other nationalities, is now often 
thought irrelevant to the Australian military experience. The Australian Army has never fought 
without contributions from the other Services and/or the armed forces of our allies. If such 
digger-centric myths are allowed to perpetuate, then the requirement for a balanced, joint 
ADF will not make any sense to the Australian community, media or politicians.

You may not agree with every historian’s myth-busting efforts but everyone who reads this 
book should re-examine their own historical understanding of events. Are they based on 
firm historical evidence or on cultural myths? Why is this important? Misinterpretation or 
mythological misrepresentation of history may not have direct impact on the vast majority 
of Australians—to them it is nothing more than a debate. For members of the ADF, however, 
a thorough understanding of past events and the experiences of others in combat situations 
often helps to inform our decisions. Poor understanding of where we have come from inevitably 
will lead to a future where we continually relive the mistakes of the past.

This book attempts to lay ten zombie myths of Australian military history to rest once and for 
all. Whether or not it succeeds, it is an excellent and informative read and, if nothing else, will 
encourage readers to delve further into historical events that interest them.
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